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At a meeting the other night, sounding off in
a similar vein about the lack of evidence of
resurrection reality in the present day
church, | was happily brought up short by a
challenge to stop looking for the big and
spectacular, but to remember the parables

From the Manse
about the mustard seed and the leaven in the

“/'t is with the heart onelod aysto lpokathe gmall but significant
what is essential is invis¢tiese AnjEage,pomept, la m Ot urnin
Antoine de St Exupery around?od and have started
ogreen shoot s6; t he gr ee

My Dear Friends,

| read this following very inspiring story the
other day. During his day Nikolai | vanovich
Bukharin was as powerful a man as there was
on earth. A Russian Communist leader he took
part in the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917, was
editor of the Soviet newspaper Pravda (which
by the way means
member of the Politburo. His works on
economics and political science are still read
today. In 1930 in Kiev he addressed a huge
assembly on the subject of atheism. For over
an hour he railed against Christianity, hurling
insult, argument, and proof against it. When
he finished he looked out at what seemed to
be the smouldering ashes of men's faith. "Are
there any questions?" Bukharin demanded.
Deafening silence filled the auditorium but
then one man approached the platform and
mounted the lectern standing near the
communist leader. He surveyed the crowd
first to the left then to the right. Finally he
shouted the ancient greeting known well in
the Russian Orthodox Church: "CHRIST IS
RISEN!" En masse the crowd arose as one
man and the response came crashing like the
sound of thunde r: "HE IS RISEN INDEED!"

| said it was an inspiring story. However, the
inspiration only lasts for as long as the warm
fuzzy feeling generated in the gut on hearing
the story. The unsavoury reality is that, no
matter how many thousands thunder the
respon s e , OHe iis risen
hollow exercise in wishful shouting if it is the
only evidence of resurrection reality.

ndPeter:

evidence of resurrection; evidence of new
life, evidence of abundant and justice -filled
living, and evidence of eternity in the present.
The evidence is there if |  will only just look.
My friends helped me to see!

| also realise that looking for the green
shoots is not enough; | need to do my share

o0t rut h®cultivaing mew Jifg; gbungant angd jugtice -

filled living. Spring is a good time to be
having these thoughts and challenges; as it
certainly helps and encourages to see all the
signs of new and abundant life bursting forth
all around.

In a small but particular way we at
Teddington Methodist are seeking to
cultivate green shoots. On 9 May we are
having what will be the first of a monthly
event 0 a double service starting at 9:30;
aimed particularly at young families. The
first half hour will be an exceedingly child
friendly service of worship; a break for tea
at 10:00 and then a more traditional service
at 10:30, probably developing the theme from
the earlier service.

The resurrection of Jesus is only complete if
we change the emphasis and move from not

being afraid to die to not being afraid to live.

The blessings of abundant life await.

remai ns a



Focus Focus on People

Welcome to the Easter issue of Focus.

Focusis the
newsletter of
Teddington
Methodist Church
and Community
Centre, and is
published three times a year: at
Christmas, Easter and in the Autumn.

For week by week information about
services and church activities, please see
News and Notices, copies of which can be
found in the church foyer.

The editors of Focuswelcome
contributions from all our readers,
whether members of the church or not.

If you would like to find out more
about our church and Community
Centre, please contact the Minister,
Rev Peter Clark
or the Senior Steward, Alfie Evans.
Contact details:
Teddington Methodist Church and
Community Centre,

1, Stanley Road,

Teddington.
Church office:
020 8943 4062

Focus Editors:

Hugh & Jan Brooman
focus@teddingtonmethodistchurch. orq. uk

Church website:
www. teddingtonmethodistchurch. orq. uk

Welcome

We are delighted to congratulate Mums
and Dads who have had babies recently,
to the joy of the grandparents:

On 14 January 0 welcome to Caitlin, a
daughter for Stephen and Wendy
Broderick, sister for Hazel and
granddaughter for Elizabeth

On 1 February dwelcome to James
Lawrence, a son for Matthew and Vicky
Phillips, brother for Hannah and g randson
for Pam Kent

On 5 February dwelcome to Sienna Lara
Simrat, a daughter for Helen and Nav
Gillan, sister for Tianna and
granddaughter for John MacKie

On 6 February dwelcome to Thea May, a
daughter for Natalie and Andrew Austen,
and first grandchild for Lesley and Jimmy
Alexander

On 6 March o0 welcome to Joely Celeste , a
daughter for Laura and Dean, and second
granddaughter for Peter and Ailsa Clark.

Engagement and forthcoming
marriages

Many congratulations to Louise Jones and
Daniel Perry, who will b e married in our
church on 31 July. We wish them every
happiness for their future together.

Very best wishes also to Jenny Kent and
Neil Buck who will be married on 20
August in Nottingham

and to Mark Chan and Julia Cowsert who
will be married on 25 July in Phoenix,
Arizona
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Congratulations

to Robin Oliver who celebrated his 60th
birthday on 20 March

to Max Provin - 18 on 6 January
to Katie Barbarez - 18 on 3 April
and to Mike Vaughan - 60 in March

New Homes

We hope those who have recently moved
are sett ling well:

Julia , Alex, Tom and Jess Lavery, who
moved locally in Hampton just before
Christmas

Louise Jones, who moved just a few
metres in Twickenham, in January

John Harmer, who is moving to Cricklade
to be near his parents. We will miss your
playing at services and thank you for all
you have done to organise musicians at
T™MC

Death 3 we remember in prayer the
family and friends of

Ordinary Moak, father of Blanche, Rachel
and Isaac and sister of Susan Onapa - on
20 January. Ordinary was tragically kille d
in a road accident, aged 45 years. He will
be much missed by his family in the UK
and Uganda and by many friends in the
Ugandan and local communities.

John Freeman, husband of Molly and
father of Margaret Unite and David - on
4 March.

Robin Brett, husban d of Rosemary and
father of Wendy and Adam - on 8 March.

Please remember in your prayers:

Beryl Smith , who is pleased to be home.
Please also pray for Geoff Price and
Beryl 6s daughters,
uncertain time. It has been good to see
Bery| with Geoff at Coffee Mornings and
Sunday morning and hospital services.

Other friends who have been unwell, had
operations or been unable to worship with
us recently:

Christina Evans
Gerda Longstaff
Hilda Oliver

Jan Brooman
Doris Pearson
Gerald Robertso n

News from friends of TMC

We send our love and best wishes to George
and Marjorie Brigham - George is due to
have a kidney removed at the end of March
and may need further treatment after a
biopsy. He will need plenty of time to
recuperate.

Congratulation s to Ben Haslam, Pastoral
Worker at Hampton Church, who has
candidated and been accepted for the
ministry and hopes to start part -time
training in the autumn.

Congratulations to Andrew and Susie
Harker who after rigorous interviews are
being recommended as Mission partners
with Crosslinks and hope to go to Nairobi,
Kenya in Spring 2011.

Greetings from Etha Brace who has now got
her villa in Spain ready for guests 8 anyone
who is interested should look on the

website www.ahomeinalmeria.com, click

rent al and find a oCount:

Kat h


http://www.ahomeinalmeria/

4) | could only vote for a party which
HOW ShOUId I vote? - admitted to being fallible. What major

POI'"" 1 mistake has your party made in the

last 12 months?
5) My brother, who is a Chartered

At some time during the next few weeks
you will be wandering down Broad Street
when someone with a Blue, Yellow or Red

Accountant, has detected a £21bn
error in your plans for reducing the

rosette will jump out and ask you to vote deficit. Would you like to hear about
for them. Or you will be at a big meeting it?
when suddenly the urge to heckle will 6) Can you name 6 Northern Ireland

come upon you. Or you will be sitting
quietly at home watching your favourite
television programme when the phone will

Members of Parliament?
7) How do you think Jeremy Paxman

ring and a voice wil/ sayOteg’I?ngvhcy’t)ion Cal I her e
and it6s your line to x3Rxypuagree withtpgFeanklandy o

General Election is approaching!! Commi ssionds report an
But, what happens next ? réconmendaiiondonh a twohtiérn k

of a single reasonable question to ask. National Insurance system? (There is

Thatds why you need to kr?o%d%h tﬁinB,iofscour%ec,) Hiddoel ﬁe
Focus handy; and in particular, this .
know this?)

election guide designed t o provide more o .
annoyance to candidates than anything 9) If Labour dis it true that Tony Blair

except the election itself. With this to used to have a middle name but had it
hand, you will always be ready with an deleted because it looked too
awkward question for that unexpected bourgeois?

face -to -face meeting with the person who 10)If Conservative &1 admire David

wants your vote. ~ . .
Camer onos si ncerity an

1) What is your smadety | ea dbeUtrIfOEE| these are quite the wrong

gualities for a politician who should
name?

have rat -like cunning. Can you help me?
11)If Liberal De mocrat 81 like the Lib

Dembs reasonabl e appro

2) | was going to vote for your party until
| saw your election broadcasts & would

you like to hear why they have driven

me 1o the other side? to vote with passion. What can | do?

3) Membership of the EU has forced us 12)If elected, will your party cut Public

_ i
to pay money to support the French Spending to reduce the deficit”

farmers, to allow the Spanish t o fish Ifthe answer is yes, reveal that you

. . are a Civil Servant and ask why you
in our waters, and to go metric to

. houl I r job.
make it easy for other members to should vote to lose your job

If the answer is n h
export to us. Can you tell me what the answer s no, state that you

changes the French and Spanish have have recently lost your job due to the

made to help us? recession and would like him to provide



a detailed argument why the pain
should not be equally shared.
13)Over 3,000 election candidates will be
made redundant by th e voters. Have
you a retraining programme for them?
14)You have to keep a bright, cheerful
front going all the way to the election,
although | know and you know that you
are heatrtily sick of the whole thing. If
| ask you whether you are heartily sick
of the w hole thing, will you answer me
honestly?

Roger Piper

Bushy Park Is White Once

More

Bushy Park is white once more,
as we walk one winter morning.
Every pond from shore to shore,
stiffly still, all motion scorning.

Silent swans and ducks and geese,
statu esque on frosted pools,
patiently await release,

knowing well that Winter rules.

Glinting sun from stark blue sky
battles with the biting breeze.

Glaze of gold on branches high
beautifies bare Wi

Diana glows in pride of place,

- wintry water starts its thaw -
gilded limbs and gleaming face,
Bushy Park is right once more.

Judith Lawton

Proofreading is a dying art,

wouldn't you say?

The following have all appeared in church
magazines so let us thank God for church
ladies with typewriters.

Next weekend's Fasting & Prayer Conference
in Whitby includes all meals.

Sunday morning sermon: 'Jesus Walks on the
Water'

Sunday evening sermon: 'Searching for
Jesus.'

At the evening service tonight, the sermon
topic will be 'What Is Hell?* Come earlyan d
listen to our choir practice

Eight new choir robes are currently needed
due to the addition of several new members
and to the deterioration of some older ones.

Please place your donation in the envelope
along with the deceased person you want
remember ed.

The church will host an evening of fine dining,
super entertainment and gracious hostility..

Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer
and medication to follow.

This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn
singing in the park across from the Church.
Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.

ntero 'Ishe stchE)oFdFar%a'group will be presenting

Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church hall on
Friday at 7 PM.. The congregation is invited
to attend this tragedy.

Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the
First Presbyterian Church. Please use large
double door at the side entrance.



Mr Grumpy"® s D iireddnthe Guardian the other day that

As | get older | seem to get more
irritated with what appear to be glaring
anomalies and incongruities. The Rev. Dr
Leslie Griffiths is a former President of
the Methodist Confe rence and Minister
of Wesl|l eyds Chapel

in Haiti and is a fine example of a
Minister. However he has asked the
Conference for permission for his friend
the Bishop of London, Richard Chartes, to
provisionally ordain him as an Anglican
priest. The idea would be like provisional
baptism, where someone is not sure if
they were previously baptised. In this
case it would be that he was not sure he
had been properly ordained and if so he
was now really being ordained. This from a
good man, a former President. If
conference had agreed where would that
leave other Methodist ministers and
those to whom they minister? Of course
conference declined. Sorry to air this but
really & é

He

| recently watched a TV programme
entitled: O0OWho madethene
points made was the fact that three of

the main sponsors of the 2012 Olympic
Games are Macdonalds, Coca Cola and
Cadburys. I dm sur e
welcome to the organisers. Certainly many
of the athletes will be in need of plenty
of calories. Wh ether they or the
spectators will get them from the above
sponsors | couldnot
The programme also mentioned that three
hospitals viz. Mayday at Croydon,
Addenbrookes at  Cambridge and
Southampton General, actually have
branches of Burger King inside the
hospitals. Forgive me if | have overlooked
others but these three were mentioned.

say

Macdonalds in New Zealand have the
Weight Watchers logo on their menu
boards. Apparently a couple of items on
the menu, filet o &fish is one, have only 3.5
Weight Watchers points. Whether this is
sufficient to endorse the menu is perhaps
debateable. _
Iﬁcﬁje%f?;llfy, t%atr%eﬂtt of %kjesin} bng €
related diseases is costing the NHS about
£4.2b per year.

On a more positive note, it is goodt o0 see
the return of FROG. It is a truism that

we are at our best when we are working
together on fund raising and allowing the
Spirit to be manifest but this seems to

be confirmed yet again. Many of us,

i ncluding myself, wh o
or have a particular job to do in the
Church, feel we can contribute usefully to
fund raising, practically or financially.
Much better than sitting back and letting
others do everything.

The death of Michael Foot at the ripe age
of 96 brought back memories to me. So me

older members may recall a TV
iPd 100g agyne Ji om, | thi
early 660s <called oln

political discussion, chaired by Robin Day?
Regular panellists included Prof. A.J.P.

t h e Tavlor, G Raopby andMickagl Fapt. My

political vie ws were probably fairly well
formed by then but | remember Michael
expressing forthright views that he
obviously passionately believed, even
though they may not have been popular. It
was his belief even more than the
particular issue which influenced me. H e
was a real democratic socialist of whom
there are too few today.

Brian Kent



Drinking from my saucer

I've never made a fortune, and it's
probably too late now.

But | don't worry about that much, I'm
happy anyhow

And as | go along life's way,

I'm reaping better than | sowed.

I'm drinking from my saucer,
6Cause my cup has

Haven't got a lot of riches,

and sometimes the going's tough

But I've got loving ones all around me,
and that makes me rich enough.

| thank GOD for his Blessings,

and the Merc ies HE's bestowed.

I'm drinking from my saucer,
6Cause my cup has

| remember times when things went
wrong,

My faith wore somewhat thin

But all at once the dark clouds broke,
and the sun peeped through again.

So LORD, help me not to gripe,
about the tough rows | have hoed.
I'm drinking from my saucer,
60Cause my cup has

If GOD gives me strength and courage,
When the way grows steep and rough.
I'll not ask for other blessings,

I'm already Blessed enough.

And may | never be too busy,

to help others bear their loads

Then I'll keep drinking from my saucer,
'‘Cause my cup has overflowed.

Contributed by Moira de Kok

overf

overf
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Another anniversary-and a

few minutes fame (?)

Anniversary celebrations seem to have
been coming into my orbit thick and f  ast
over the last few months: the 100 ™
anniversary of Guiding, the 150 ™
anniversary of Methodism in Teddington
and the PI d"ybigtmdayuAl Base 4 0
been dt?ly marked and celebrated - but

then, through Hampton Choral Society,

the chance to take part in yet another
anniversary celebration came my way.

This though was to be something entirely
different! When we heard at choir that

singers from local choirs were needed to

sing ON THE PITCH at the Twickenham

Il?u b\% %r%‘.md before the opening match
of the Si x Nations Championship on 6
February | jumped at the chance. After
all, I know the Rugby ground well - very
close to the big Tescod:
son Paul 6s first foray i
market some years ago - though there is

nothing to say about my k nowledge of

rugby!!

By the time of the rehearsal | had learnt
that we were participating in what was
tpé)rwr%egd the o0Centenary Cl
to mark the 100 ™ anniversary of rugby at
Twickenham. On arrival the 200 or so

people from local choirs were divide d into

two groups to form a North and a South

Stand choir. The plan was that each choir

would sing one song before the match

from its position on the concourse before

joining together on the pitch to stand on

marked positions on a very large red

banner to create the shape of the St
Georgeds cross. Once 1in
to sing o0Jerusalemd6 (at



a little later (5.01p.m.) by the National
Anthem.

On the Friday evening we all assembled in
the rather muddy car park -all obediently
dressed in warm clothes and wearing flat
shoes as instructed. We met our

0 mi n d-¢he evént organisers - who
escorted us into the stadium. There was
then plenty of time to take in the scene

as the organisers counted us (several
times), went into a huddle for discuss ions
(they were thrown as there  were fewer
people than expected), sorted us into
lines in approximate height ord er, had
anot her di s ¢nalythe on
moment came to walk onto the pitch -but
only after wedd
tread on the white lin es as TV viewers
woul dndt appreciate
later ! It was pretty muddy, but none the
less it felt rather special to be there and
even do a bit of singing df only to a
backing track. We practised walking on in
our lines, finding the correct m  arked
spot, walking off and forming up again on
the concourse in the right place for the
opening song until the organisers were
satisfied. | guess they would have found

it easier working with children! All the
while other preparations were being made
around the stadium, which brought home
to me that we were to be a small part of
something big.

been

God promises

a safe landing,
not a calm passage.

There was no time for a lie in the next

day as we had been bidden to meet at our
ohol ding areao (Al
10.30a.m.even though kick off was not
until 5p.m. Having been issued with
wristbands which were essential for
admittance to the ground we were then
escorted (not quite two by two though) to
the stadium ostensibly for sound checks.
This turned out to be a moment of great
excitement and televis ion exposure for
some though, as Jeremy Guscott was
filmed sitting amongst the choir -and a
certain Margaret Mortimer  could be seen
in a prime position. Sound checks

Hal |

e t c éfollowed, we sang a bit, were joined by

the London Community Gospel Choir who
w aweregodsingv@e S wniursd In@ow s weet

and then lead us in the National anthem.

s e e Wnfogunately,r thé powets shat bephad
decreed that we could not have another
on pitch rehearsal due to the state of the
pitch (guess they thought the rugby
match was more important than the
singing!!), but we practised walking on to
the St Georges cross on a very bleak and
windy field nearby. Here we were joined
by soldiers described as the Military Band
Revealers, who had the task of unfurling 4
large rectangles of white material which
form ed the white sections of the cross.
They certainly needed strong arms as
their job was to hold the material taut at
about waist height for at least 15
minutes. The rehearsal over , we walked
back to our oOohol ding ar e
by no means warm,foronc e | wasnodt
envious of the people who were setting up
tables etc for lavish alfresco picnics.



Lunch for us, courtesy of the RFU, was a
more modest but perfectly adequate and
most welcome meal, and gave a much
needed opportunity to sit down -if you
could find a chair! The next big
excitement came when we were all issued
with very fetching red plastic ponchos
which we were to wear to blend in with
the red section of the cross. Walking

back to the ground wearing these
certainly made it easier to ke ep the choir
together, but led to some interesting
comments from bemused members of the
public. This was especially so when we
assembled outside the ground on opposite
sides of the main entry point to the
ground rather like a guard of honour. |
have to admit to feeling somewhat
superior as we were all admitted quickly
to the stadium and took up our position on
the concourse ready for the first song.
We, the North Choir , were at the Welsh
supporters end of the pitch, and had
plenty of time to spot the variou s forms
of headgear worn by many of the
supporters. There were some wonderful
daffodils!!

Suddenly it seemed, after much patient

waiting and hanging around, it was time

for our song. The stadium was filling up,

the sound engineer placed the speakers in

fr ont of us, the conductor took up her

place and probably dead on time though |

di dndt check, we faced
to sing oLand of hope
Reminiscent of TMC on occasion, there
was a fault with the speaker making it
hard to hear the music, but i t di
to matter. The sound engineer and
conductor then hared round to the South
Stand ready for the South choir to sing
their song. Then came the big moment
when we were led onto the pitch to form

dnot

a

the cross, tosing o Jer usal emo
gusto accompanied by the Royal Artillery
band. Eagerly watching the recording of
the television broadcast of this later |
discovered that we were heard but not
seen, as an interview with Lawrence
Dallaglio was obviously felt to be more
important! In the stadium th e noise and
excitement increased as the two teams
came onto the pitch followed (one minute
later according to the timetable) by
Princes William and Harry. Sad to say the
band completely blocked my view of the
princes though we could see them on the
large screens, but it was the being there
that mattered!! We had been instructed
that we were NOT to sing the Welsh
National Anthem, but when the band
began to play and all the Welsh
supporters began to sing it seemed bad
manners not to do my bit -and | do know a
few lines in Welsh! | think we all did
justice to 0God save
it was time for us to march off the pitch
and out of the stadium -surprisingly to
great applause -as tickets to the match
were not part of the deal. It was all over.
No, t hodqui@® accunate. | should
perhaps say the match was about to
begin-and | even know who won!!

Brenda Hutley
Nor th
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want to serve God,

But only as advisers. W/
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- - We organise the joint activities which
Repr‘esen’rahves Requu‘ed annually consist of:

January Unity Week United Service
(Host Church chosen to arrange the
service)

Easter Good Friday Procession,
Service & Witness (Sub -Committee
organises service)

May Christi an Aid Week
Collection (Organised by TBC and other
individuals on our behalf)

Summer Joint Communion Service
(Host Church chosen to arrange the
service)

October One World Week Service
(Host Church chosen to arrange the
service)

December Christmas Day at El leray Hall

In 1991 | saw an invitation, like this one,
inviting people to put themselves forward
as representatives of ou r church on
Churches Together in Teddington, the
body through which all the denominations
in Teddington and Hampton Wick come
together to discuss how they can co -
operate with each other and represent
the united church of God in this area.
Now, some 19 years later and planning to
move shortly to the West Country, | am
writing this article in an attempt to
encourage someone else to feel called to
take over from me in one of, what |
consider to be, the most important roles
that | have undertaken duringmy 2 9
years of living in Teddington and
worshipping at TMC.

Our church is entitled to 4
representatives (including the minister)

In addition:
1 We approve and appoint a

representative to SACRE (a periodic
meeting with Council and School

and apart from myself, Alfie Evans is a representatives to discuss Religious
representative and we have one other Education in Local Schools
vacancy. It is important that we have our f We arrange Carol Singing at the
full repres entation; not because any Teddington 6Switching
decisions are taken by vote and we need

_ Ceremony _ .
our full representation (WI candot think of

1 e have recently organised Cafe

one controversial decision taken in my

entire 19 years), but it is important that Church @ Costa Cafe

all churches are represented at all f We organise a General Election
meetings; and with other commi tments, Meeting of Candidates

individuals sometimes need to miss 1 We issue a leaflet, detailing local
meetings.

churches, via local Estate Agents,t o

o new residents
What is involved?

1 We organise a dChristmas Services

There are four meetings a year, in Leaflet 6door to door distrib ution
January, May, September and November. 1 We distribute to churches a leaflet

Each meeting is held at Teddington from local police giving topics requir ing
Baptist Church, starts at 8.00pm and is prayer

usually finished by 9.30pm.

What h t th tinas? 1 We organise a rota for local churches
at ha ppens at the meetings”

to pray for other churches in the area



1 We receive concerns, information and
requests for help from other
denominations

1 We maintain a Churches Together in
Teddington web -site

1 We act as a central point for those
wishing to deal with all local churches

1 We receive publicity about
forthcoming events from local
churches

1 From time -to -time we have distributed
Christian Books to local sch ools and
have supported other national and local
church initiatives

Do you ever sit on a committee at our
church or elsewhere and come away
asking yourself what was achieved and
whether you might just as well have
stayed at home watching the television?
| f you become a church representative on
Churches Together in Teddington, |
guarantee that you will come away from
meetings uplifted and feeling that
positive results will occur as a result of
the meetings.

If you consider that you might be

interested in b ecoming one of our
representatives, speak to Peter Clark,

Alfie Evans or myself on a no -commitment
basis and we can answer any questions
that you might have.

You dondt
representative for 19 years as | have 0

but you might find that you  want to!

Roger Piper

need to serve

Focus on Focus

From Focus April 1970

THE CHURCH IN THE 70s

What would you most like the Church to do in
the 70s? | would like to see barriers broken
down. Barriers between one denomination and
another 1 barriers between the church and the
community. Could it be done through the
medium of a Christian Community Centre? All
that would be necessary for a start would be a
comfortable cheerful room with comfortable
chairs and facilities to provide simple
refreshments and a band of willing Christians. |
would like any member of the community to be
able to use this room, confident that a welcome
awaits him. Expanding the idea members of the
different denominations would have an
opportunity to meet and work together, and also
meet the other clergy. How many personal
problems could be solved over cups of tea and a
sympathetic soul to talk to? Could we have an
Information Centre so that those who have
specific problems could be put into contact with
those organisations or individuals who could
help them solve their difficulties? Has anyone
any ideas?

Contributed by Mrs Elaine Leighton




Development Update

Just over 6 years ago, we completed the
refurbishment of the Church. We always
planned to rebuild or refurbish the rest

of the bui Idings and we are now ready to
begin the next phase

In consultation with the Resourcing
Mission Office of the Methodist Church

at Manchester two separate projects
have been entered onto the new Property
Consent system:

Phase 1

External and internal repa ir and
upgrade of youth hall, entrance onto
Stanley Road, narthex and toilets and
provisi on for disabled access.
Estimated cost

Phase 2

External and internal repair and
upgrade of church hall, removal of
stage, realignment of roof, provision
f or an entrance to/from The Green, a
new meeting room and storage
facilities.

Estimated cost

As reported in the last issue of  Focus,
there was a very generous response to
our 2009 appeal. Individual donations
which, when Gift Aid is added, am ounted
to over £20,000 and in addition over
£62,000 has been pledged by members
and friends over the next 1 to 5 years.
We intend to raise £20,000 by local
fundraising activities over the next 4
years and over £1000 has already been
raised since the relau nch of FROGIn
February this year

£180,000.

£410,000.

We currently hold a cash balance of
£100,000, including £34,000 held in trust
from bequests, and gifts from the appeal
and we now have confirmation from
Hampton Fuel Allotment Charity that they
are making a grant to TMC for Phase 1 of
£50,000.

Unfortunately the SITA Trust decided,
at their Board Meeting on 23 February,
not to support our application for a grant
of A50,000. Their

, Af t er due
that on this occasion other applications
it considered were of a higher priority
for receipt of the

We should be consoled by the fact that
we hope there is a rural or urban
community project where they do not
have the people support that we have at
TMC and perhaps 6 t h e arts ardh e
strangel ybysicessamdhéir
application to SITA.

We have recently submitted applications
to the Joseph Rank Trust and to the
London District of the Methodist Church

for grants of £60,000 which if successful
will enable us to refurbish  the Youth Hall
with new and upgraded cupboards. We are
also considering applications to a number
of smaller trusts

The architects are working on the plans so
that we can go to tender with contractors
and consideration is being given to
consider the logis tics of relocating our
users within the rest of our premises
whilst the building works are undertaken.

This work will start at the beginning of
August this year.
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€ . hat all these events have in common is not
only making a useful sum for FROG but also
they are good social occasions (good fellowship
if you want the posh word). It is predictable that
with the spread of the net and direness of much
of television, traditional, somewhat
unsophisticated, social activities will begin to
make a comeback. Our Church is ideally situated
both physically and socially to provide such
activities. A former Minister of this Church said
to me as he was | eavin
when Teddington Methodist Church comes to be
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than to encourage you to actually vote). It
Is, instead, to draw your attention to the
way that the churches in Teddington have
for many years helped you to decide for
yourself.

Once again this year, Churches Together

in Teddington will be arranging duringth e

election campaign a meeting to which all
candidates in the Twickenham
Constituency (which covers this area) will
be invited. We attempt to hold this on the
last Thursday before Polling Day, but the
exact date/time will be confirmed based
upon the other c ommitments of the
candidates. The meeting will be held at
‘I:edd'r_@q}og Eaptf.(Stncguv(/Ch @19 ?d\éaﬂc’e
guestions will be requested; in our church

often be en the largest local political
gathering to take place. For this reason,
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How should I vote? — Part 2

Itis easy to make fun of politicians, as |
have done in the first part of this article;
however, as we all know from our
newspapers and television the
forthcoming election is perhaps one of
the most important to be held in recent
years; and if the opinion polls areto  be
believed, it could be very close, with just
a few seats making all the difference as
to who will be our government for the
next few years.

So, how should you vote?

The purpose of this article is not to guide
you in one direction or the other (other

part.

Once the election is called, keep an eye on

News and Notices for further details on
how you can hear al
views on the issues of the day and take a
decision as to how you will vote on Polling
Day 2010.

Roger Piper

t

s
208

The task

great as

ahead of us

is hever as

the Power

behind us.

h e



1 the support vehicle getting a puncture
A stroll around the Island requiring AA assistance as even Hugh
and Michael ds combi ned
not budge the wheel (a design fault

apparently, that was remedied very
technically with a larg e hammer)

43 miles, 84,904 steps and 3644 calories
burnt. These were my vital statistics last

weekend when Michael anq | at.tempted 1 walking into Cowes on Sunday morning
to walk round the Isle of Wight in 24 . up to our knees in mud whilst everyone
hours. Michael8s stati st iggeSeel&tobe outfor a strollin
significantly different Qh%irtSurYéﬁz?ybé’gt.onﬁt go

into that! 1 the magnificent view of the Spinnaker

Tower in Portsmouth from the

We |l eft St Catherineds p%épl'&r{adeintR{?dE
southernmost point of the island soon T finding a oOPedndte® gar d

after 7.30 on Saturday morning and

arrived back at 17.30 the n ext day. q
Within ten minutes of starting Michael

had landed on his backside in the mud and

little church in St Lawrence

seeing the amazing 6Un
runs along the South East coast of the

island from Ventnor

we had lost the path! Not an auspicious 1 spending long uninterrupted periods of
start. time with our younger son
1 the sight of the support vehicle in the
Some other thoughts on our experience: Car Park that we had left 34 hours
earlier
T having to use a map and compass to 1 the great support that we received

reach the top of Tennyson Down
because of the atrocious weather

from Hugh and Samant ha
_ _ . girlfriend), who drove over 100 miles
despite the guide book saying the on the island bringing hot chocolate

following: and dry socks to the walkers
oviews abound as you gently ascend the
lush grass of the dowipthéughwé Bidndvqste detfeSe our aim
Monument d 482 feet above sea level. in that poor w eather and delays forced us
A section of the walk to savour for its to take a short cut across the

ga}sggrgmost corner of the coastal path |
hope that everyone who sponsored us will
agree that we tried! We are planning to
complete the walk in July, after Michael
graduates.

stunning coastal scen

1 Michael h aving to use his army skills to
build a safe passage for his mum
across a river because the bridge had
been washed away, his legs are longer
than mine!

1 Jan landing in a bush as she slipped on
the mud (i f the bush
there, Jan would have been down the
cliff edge)

9 Jan losing her boot in the mud

Michael took on this ¢ hallenge to raise
hmgn&ynf%rf\ prcﬂ'egt éh%t he is involved
with at University called  Cameroon
Catalyst, and | felt inspired to join him.
Cameroon Catalyst is supporting the
Mosame Trust which was set up to take in
AIDS orphans and provide them with



foster p arents, education and health care
in Cameroon. www.mosame.org

This summer he is going to the Cameroon
for three weeks to help complete the
construction of a community centre in the
severely underdeveloped village of
Bambouti, Eastern Cameroon. The
community centre will provide a medical
room, educational facilities and grain
stores. The team needs to raise £50,000
to fund this project - this figure includes
their transport to Cameroon, their living
costs whilst there  and the cost of the
building materials for the project. By
doing the walk, w e raised almost £2000
towards the overall target , for which we
thank you most sincerely.

Jan Brooman

Thank you forvistng
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From Focus April 1980

MIXED MOTIVES

Why am | writing this article? Because | shall be

taking over the organising of the Saturday
Coffee mornings after Easter. Obviously | think
the coffee mornings worthwhile. | have heard
people say that there is little opportunity in our

Church life to really get to know each other. We

come to worship and go home again, and for
some that is all they wish to do. Others are
lonely and have needs they would like to share.
There is time to meet over coffee after our
Family Services but this is only once a month.

Focus on Focus

We t al k saibomud@ drmirsat her

about mission. On a Saturday morning there is
opportunity to meet and chat with several
members of the community who are regular
visitors. These include a member from the
Sacred Heart,

years ago, who called in as they were passing.
There is also an opportunity to meet our

Minister, Rev Victor Vine and his wife Anne and

the children Elizabeth and Andrew, who pop in
most Saturday mornings. Delicious cakes can
usually be purchased at reasonable prices.

We realise that coffee mornings are not
everybodyo6s ¢ ¢teapsseovdd
too and squash for the young people. Time at
weekends is precious, especially when you go
out to work, many chores have to be done then,
but there are those who are only too glad of an

opportunity to enjoy the company of friends. We

are delighted to invite groups who serve the
community to use our premises and to support
them. Community Care, Save the Children,
Cancer Research, Talking Newspaper for the
Blind, Mental Health, are all groups who are
doing Christds wor k.
mornings admire our church hall 1 good
publicity i lots of bookings.

Come and join us on a Saturday morning
between 10.00am and 12.00 noon for 5 minutes
or two hours. We shall be delighted to see you
and take your money i only 12 pence for some
very worthwhile cause.

June Hales

Baptist,
churches. | met a couple who were married many
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SOCIETIES WITH CHRISTIAN ORIGINS

ORGANISATION

FOUNDER(S) AND DATE

ACTIVITY

PILGRIM Committee le d by James x  Accommodation and care for elderly evangelical Christians over 60
HOMES Bissett , 1807 x 13 sheltered and/or full -time homes

RSPCA Richard Martin, 1822 x  Animal welfare

ROYAL x  Medical, nursing and rehabi litation for people suffering from severe
HOSPITAL Rev Andrew Reed, DD, 1843 physical disability

HOME, PUTNEY

Offshoot: British Home and Hospital, Streatham

YMCA

Sir George Williams 1844

Housing and hostel accommodation for young people in context of
Christian faith

Branches worldwide

BAND OF HOPE

Mrs Ann Jane Carlisle and Rev
Jabez Tunnicliff 1846

Preventative alcohol and drug education for children and young people

Lady Mary Kinnaird and Emma

Cares for homeless teenagers, ethnic groups and victims of violence

YWCA Robart 1855 x  Youth and community projects
x  Branches in 80 countries
) x  Care of wounded prisoners in war time
RED CROSS Henri Dunant 1864 ) )
x  Disaster relief
WILLIAM
QUARRIER'S William Quanier 1864 x  Child care in Scotland
HOMES

JOHN GROOM'S

John Groom 1866

Care of the disabled - residential care, employment, holidays

ASSOCIATON
) x  Residential homes, education and training for the visually handicapped
RNIB Dr Thomas Armitage 1868 ) .
x  Braille materials
NATIONAL x  Counselling and support for childr en and their families
Dr Thomas Bowman . . .
CHILDREN'S W x  Residential schools for handicapped youngsters
HOME Stephenson, 1869

Support unit for young offenders

SANDES HOMES

Elise Sandes 1869

Soldiers and Airmen's Centres for recreation and refreshment:

x  Daycare facilities for  children
MR FEGAN'
HOMESG S J W C Fegau 1870 X Bed-sit accommodation for 16 - 18 year olds
x  Counselling services
ROYAL . . .
SAILORS Agnes Weston 1876 X Z:;vtlgeeisr Iz:r:irllizsmoral, social, and spiritual welfare of Navy personnel
HOMES
THE
CHILDREN'S . . .
SOCIETY Edward and Robert Rudolph x  Care for the material, physical, mental and emotional needs of young
1881 eople
(CHURCH OF peop
ENGLAND)
MISSION TO
DEEP SEA Sir Wilfr ed Grenfell 1881 x  Ministry to spiritual, material physical needs of fishermen and families
FISHERMEN

CHURCH ARMY

Rev Preb Wilson Carlil e 1882

X

Evangelism and social concerns

NSPCC

Rev Benjamin Waugh 1884

X

Child welf are

Extracted from 70 Great Christians: changing the world by Geoffrey Hanks, published by
Christian Focus Publications ( www.christianfocus.com ) and used with their permission.

Contributed by Pam Porterfield
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A New Christianity for a

New World

The following passage was used in an
Evening Communion service earlier this
year and struck a chord with  the editors.

Love is manife sted in the human
willingness to venture beyond the
boundaries of safety, to risk losing
ourselves, and even in the desire to
explore the crevices of the unknown. Love
creates stability, but not stagnation. Love
calls us into being, it expands our lives as
it flows through us. If love is ever

blocked, it dies. Love has to be shared, or
it ceases to be love. Love binds us into
larger and larger communities. Love frees
us from the pejorative definitions that
result in exclusion. Love transcends
barriers, unit es, and calls. Love enhances
life.

So when a human being appears in history
with a greater ability to love than we have
ever knowingly witnessed before, when
this life calls us into a new human unity
and refuses to be bound by the rules that
rise out of ou r incompleteness and our
fear, then we inevitably look at that life

with awe, perhaps even with worship. Love
/s a presence and power that calls us out
of tribal fears for it embraces Jew and
Gentile, and out of prejudice -spawning
fears for it embraces who ever is our
Samaritan. Love has no chosen people, for
that implies that some are unchosen. Love
bears no malice, seeks no revenge, guards
no doorway.

A life defined by love will not seek to
protect itself or to justify itself. It will

be content simply to be itself and to give
itself away with abandon. If denied, love
embraces the denier. If betrayed, love

embraces the betrayer. If forsaken, love
embraces the forsaken. If tortured, love
embraces the torturer. If crucified, love
embraces the killers. Love ne ver judges.
Love simply announces that neither the
person you are nor the deeds you have
done have erected a barrier which the
power of this invincible presence cannot
overcome. If life is holy and if love

creates and enhances life, then love is
also holy. So I am led to suggest that love
and God cannot be separated and that to
share love is nothing less than sharing
God. For one to abide in love is to abide in
God, for one to give love away is to give
God away. That is why when one sees a
life that loves w astefully, it is said of

t hat person,

From Spong, J.S. A New Christianity for a
New World

Reproduced with permission from the
copyright holder

Not the Last Word

Ten years on
Fundraising letter in the summer 200 O
edition of Focus, have we moved on? |
think so! Look at the refurbished church
that we have created. Where are we going
to be in another ten years? A refurbished
Youth hall and, if we step forward in

faith, a refurbished church hall too.
Setbacks happen, but the dream lives on.

The Editors wish you a blessed and
peaceful Easter.
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